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TRIBUNAL OF THE DIOCESE OF KNOXVILLE 

PROCEDURE TO DETERMINE A CASE FOR PRIVILEGE OF THE FAITH, 

“PETRINE PRIVILEGE” 

This document is provided for those who may have the need to petition to the Holy See, through 

the Tribunal of the Diocese of Knoxville, for a dissolution of marriage in favour of Faith (Petrine 

Privilege).  

The procedure for the instruction of marriage for the Privilege of the Faith follows the norms as 

established by the Congregation for Doctrine of the Faith, Potestas Ecclesiae, April 30, 2001.   

This document is an extract from the Norms (Potestas Ecclesiae), therefore provides the important 

rules to observe and documents to be provided by those who may wish to request this privilege 

from the Church. The intent of this document is to make Parties and their witnesses understand 

what the Church requires from them in the favour of Faith cases, so that they know their 

responsibilities, and be able to participate actively in the judicial process. This document also will 

prepare the parties on the stages in the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the Diocese of Knoxville in the 

Petrine Privilege.  

A marriage entered by two parties (a man and a woman) can only be regarded as a sacrament if 

both parties were baptized. The marriages between non-Catholics, at least one of whom is not 

baptized, can be dissolved in favour of the faith, by the Pope, for the salvation of souls.   

Do you wish to know if your non- sacramental marriage case can be dissolved in Favour of Faith? 

Kindly read the following, after which you can determine if your case meets the conditions for this 

type of petition to the Tribunal.   

- You or your spouse was not baptized before the marriage and remained unbaptized 

throughout the period of your marriage.  

- In the marriage, you or your spouse did not validly receive baptism. If any of the parties 

received baptism during the marriage, it must be that you did not have any conjugal 

relations with your spouse after this reception of baptism.   

- If you wish to request for this privilege, you must have an intended party (fiancé) to marry. 
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- The fiancé must not have contributed to the reason for the breakup of the marriage with 

your spouse.  

- The intended party must be free to marry according to the Catholic doctrine.  

- The intended party must be a Catholic or intend to be a Catholic (in RCIA), or if not a 

Catholic and has no intention of becoming a Catholic, he/she must sign the promise to 

allow the Catholic party to practice his/her Catholic Faith. 

- The non-Catholic party must promise to allow the Catholic party to baptize and raise the 

children born out the new union in the Catholic faith.  

- The Catholic party must be actively a practicing Catholic. 

- You and your spouse separated and there is no hope that both of you will be rejoined again 

in conjugal life. 

- If you wish to petition the Tribunal, you must not be the predominant or culpable cause of 

the total breakdown the marriage. 

- The Catholic Church does not grant favour of Faith if there are situations around you that 

can cause scandal to the society.   

After considering the statements above, you still feel eligible to request the privilege of Faith, 

kindly make your petition in writing to the Tribunal of Knoxville. The Tribunal personnel will 

immediately reach out to you. If the tribunal, after viewing your request, determines it to meet the 

requirements or conditions for a Petrine privilege case (Favour of Faith), the tribunal will send you 

all documents (Questionnaires) to complete and return to the tribunal. We may also decide to invite 

you for an in-person interview on this regard.  

 

The Procedure for the Tribunal of Knoxville:  

1. Acceptance of the Petition  

When a petition for a Privilege of the Faith has been received by the Tribunal, the tribunal 

examines it to see if it has a foundation in law. The Tribunal by a decree, directly acknowledges 

the reception of the case, notifying the Petitioner, Advocate and Defender of bond that the request 

has been accepted as Favour of Faith. The notification decree will be attached other forms like: 

a. The Procedure for investigation of a Privilege of the Faith case.  
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b.  Questionnaire, that the Petitioner will need to complete with the assistance of the Advocate 

o Case sponsor without leaving any space blank. The petitioner must return this to the 

Tribunal as soon as possible. 

c. A copy of other required documents to be provided for the investigation. 

d. The petitioner has to obtain a letter from the Parish Priest concerning the religiosity of the 

Petitioner and the intended party in the parish. The letter must be duly signed by the Pastor 

of their local parish where they attend mass.  

e. All the forms and documents required MUST be sent to the Tribunal in the ORIGINAL 

copies as soon as possible. 

 

2. Citation of the Former Spouse (the Respondent)  

The Tribunal takes the responsibility and writes the former spouse about the petition submitted to 

the Tribunal which bears a case with his/her name. During the investigation, the Tribunal may 

decide to invite the former spouse to the Tribunal if necessary. To this letter of citation will be 

attached other items: 

a. The document entitled Procedure for petition in Privilege of the Faith, for the Diocese of 

Knoxville. 

b. A questionnaire for the declaration of non-baptism of the petitioner or the respondent 

before and during the marriage.  

c. Statement on the reasons behind the breakdown of the marriage with the petitioner.  

d. The Respondent must send the original copies of the documents required to the Tribunal 

office as soon as possible.  

e. If the former spouse fails to cooperate in this case, either in writing or in person, the 

Tribunal, by a decree, declares the Respondent absent from the judicial process, and the 

case moves forward to conclusion.   

 

3. Citation of the Witnesses  

This is the stage at which the testimonies of the witnesses and other proofs are gathered by the 

Tribunal. Among the most important source of proof in any type of case is the testimony of 

knowledgeable and willing witnesses. In a Petrine Privilege case, Rome has been very insistent 
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that testimonies from the blood relatives of the alleged non-baptized Party is essential. The 

Tribunal directly contacts the witnesses who have been named by the petitioner. They are asked 

to complete a witness questionnaire and advised to answer ALL questions. The testimony of 

knowledgeable witnesses about the marriage are very important for the good processing of the 

Favour of the Faith case.  

  

4. Request for a baptismal Record (an additional source of proof) 

The Tribunal MUST ascertain that the petitioner or one of the parties has never been baptized 

when requesting for the dissolution in the privilege of the Faith. The tribunal personnel will send 

out written requests to all the churches the alleged non-baptized Party may have attended or to the 

church in which the non-baptized party and the other party celebrated their marriage. The purpose 

of this search is that the Church has to check their baptismal register to see if the non-baptized 

Party may have received baptism in that church. The church will return the result of the search to 

the Tribunal. It is the duty of the Tribunal to do this, not the Petitioner or intended spouse. It is 

important that the names of the churches any of the parties may have visited as a child be presented 

to the tribunal personnel when the petition is submitted.  

 

5. Deposition of the Intended or Prospective Spouse  

Rome has been insistent that the person whom the Petitioner seeks to marry in the Catholic Church 

also provide a deposition in the case. Therefore, later in the process, this person will be contacted 

by the Tribunal and the appropriate questionnaire would be given to him/her to answer ALL 

questions, after which the original copy of the form must be returned to the Tribunal as soon as 

possible.  

 

COMPLETION OF THE ACTS  

The completion of the Acts happens when all required documents are present, all the answered 

forms, affidavits, or questionnaires are returned to the Tribunal. The Tribunal, having received all 

documents, will compile the forms and duplicate them into three copies. It is at this point that the 

Defender of the Bond prepares his/her written animadversions; the Judge prepares his/her written 
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historical summary of the case; the Diocesan Bishop prepares his written opinion (votum). These 

three items must be put into the three files before they are sent to the Vatican Embassy in 

Washington, DC. They, in turn, place them in the diplomatic pouch which they must send to the 

office of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome. It is the Pope who after studying 

the files decides whether to grant the dissolution of the marriage in favour of the Faith. He has sole 

and supreme power to grant this Favour.   

 

At the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith  

Once the three copies of the case arrive in Rome at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 

it is studied by three consultors and a defender of the bond. Should the Congregation have further 

questions, they will write back to the Tribunal personnel. (This is why we carefully prepare and 

craft these cases to anticipate questions the Congregation might have). If everything is in order, 

upon recommendation of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the case is presented to 

the Holy Father for his decision. The Petitioner is not to enter another marriage until he/she 

receives the decision from the Pope.  

 

IMPORTANT TO KNOW 

The burden of proving ALL the necessary information and providing all documents required for 

the processing of a Petrine Privilege (Favour of the Faith) rests on the shoulder of the Petitioner, 

not the Tribunal. The work of the Tribunal personnel is to carry out the investigation to make sure 

that the truth is established in the judicial process before sending the files to the Holy See.  

The Petitioner must comply with the Tribunal personnel to provide ALL the requested document 

for the case. The best way for the Petitioner to avoid delays is to gather all necessary documents 

before petitioning to the Tribunal, and contact the witnesses, after they have been notified that the 

case has been accepted for investigation, to make sure they cooperate well with the Tribunal's 

request for testimony.  

If the new marriage that will be entered into is between a Catholic and a non-Catholic or with an 

unbaptized person, then it requires that both Parties sign a document in which the promises are 

given concerning the freedom of the Catholic party to practice their faith and to baptize and educate 
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the children as Catholics for a mixed marriage or ecumenical marriage. The Petitioner will be 

directly contacted by the Tribunal and the form for this will be provided. The forms MUST be 

signed in the presence of the parish priest, after which it should be returned to the Tribunal office.  

 
Failing to provide ALL required documents, leaving some spaces blank in the questionnaire, or 

refusing to participate smoothly in the process of instructing the case, complicates the matter. We 

ask you be patient and cooperative as we assist you in this journey of Favour of the Faith.  

The Tribunal is always there to help you in these matters but MUST ensure that truth is established 

at every stage of the process.    

 

  

 


